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221 Woodham Road, Christchurch 8062      Phone (03) 389 8112, Mobile 027 758 1467  

eMail: ​office@whitau.school.nz​   ​www.whitau.school.nz 

Find us on Facebook  - ​https://www.facebook.com/whītauschool 
 

Take care of our children.  Take care of what they hear,  
Take care of what they see, take care of what they feel.  

For how the children grow, so will be the shape of Aotearoa’.  
Dame Whina Cooper 

 

KEY DATES - PLEASE KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE! 

Weekly 
All 
students 
must wear 
Summer 
uniform  

Everyday 
Mondays  
Wednesdays 
 
 
Fridays  

School grounds open at 8.30am. No students onsite before 8.30am 
9.00am: Whānau Assembly  
8.30am: Te Mapua Breakfast Club in the sKids Room 
Subway Lunch Online Orders (orders need to be in by 9.00am) 
Orders due in for Pie Day Friday by 9.00am Wednesday 
8.30am: St Chad’s Breakfast Club in the sKids Room 
PIE DAY FRIDAY 

Special 
Dates 
Coming 
Up 

Friday 6 November  
Monday 9 November  
Tuesday 10 November 
Thursday 12 November 
Friday 13 November  
Wed 18 - Thurs 25 Nov 
Friday 20 November  
Friday 27 November 
 
Thursday 3 December 
Tuesday 8 December 
Friday 11 December 

9.15am Book Week Character Parade. Parents welcome! 
9am Gold Awards Learning Celebration  
Richmond Community Garden Trip (TKW-Rm 5) 
Staff Only MoE Learning Day No 2. No school for students  
Canterbury Anniversary Day (School Closed) 
Team BEACH EDUCATION Days 
Optional Trip to the Royal New Zealand Ballet - Sleeping Beauty  
Junior Athletics Sports - Rooms TKW - R11 
Year 6 Leavers Big Day Out 
9.30am Talent Quest Finals  
School Christmas Picnic Concert 5.30pm  
Final Day of 2020 for all students - Leavers Assembly,  Senior and Junior 
Prizegivings 

Whakatauki of the Week:  
 ​‘He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata’ 

 ‘Goodwill towards others in a precious treasure’ 
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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Whītau School  
Kia ora koutou katoa! Talofa lava! Mālō e lelei!  
Greetings everyone 
 
School Photographs 
Our annual school photographs were taken yesterday by Stephen from Heritage School Photos. Thank you so                
very much for ensuring your children were beautifully dressed. All of the classes looked stunning and were                 
impeccably behaved for their class photograph. Stephen is hilarious with the gimmicks he uses to get all the                  
children focused, sitting correctly, hands in their right place, looking at the camera and smiling! Stephen was                 
so impressed with our students that not only did he say we are one of his top, favourite three schools to                     
visit, he has promised us a generous donation to support our wonderful children and their learning. 
 
Staff Only Day - Next Thursday 12 November. School will be officially closed for the day for staff to                   
participate in professional learning. Thank you for supporting us and enjoy your long weekend. 
 
Fundraising for 2021 Year 5 and 6 Camp at Living Springs 
We will be holding the following schoolwide fundraising activities starting next year in             
Term 1 which we hope each family in our school will support 

● February - School Raffle. $2 per ticket. Printed books of tickets. Cash Prizes. 
● March  - Whittaker’s Chocolate Bars. $2 per bar.  
● April - School Raffle. $2 per ticket. Carved pounamu toki generously donated            

by Ihakara Smith 
 
Grow Waitaha ‘DigiAwards’ 2020 
Mrs Anglesley and selected students have participated in the annual          
DigiAwards. This is the seventh year this creative digital competition has           
been held. The DigiAwards encourage and celebrate digital creativity in all           
Year 0–8 ākonga throughout Waitaha. The event enables ākonga to design,           
develop and showcase their digital outcomes.  
T​he 2020 theme is: Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu – Although it is small, it is                
precious. 
Last year over 400 entries were submitted and our school made the finals. I              
am very proud to congratulate Lyrik Nathan whose entry has made the finals             
again this year, for a second year in a row. We are very proud of you Lyrik                 
and wish you well in the finals next Wednesday evening at St Margaret’s             
College. 
 
Beach Education Trip 
As part of our Education Outside The Classroom programme at Whītau School we will be going to Waimairi                  
Beach from 18 November to 26 November to learn about the Beach and in particular how to be safe in and                     
near the sea.  

● The Board of Trustees is fully funding this trip at a cost of $25.00 per student. 
● EOTC Beach Education is part of the PE and Health School Curriculum.  
● ALL children must participate in their Beach Education Day, unless a medical certificate is provided.  

Team/Classes Date: Number of Parent Helpers Required 

Kākano - ​TKW, Rooms 2 & 3 Wednesday 18 November 10 

Kehakai -  ​Rooms 4 & 5 Thursday 19 November 7-8 

Kārawha - ​Rooms 8 & 9 Monday 23 November 8 



 

Kārawha - ​Rooms 10 & 11 Tuesday 24 November 8 

Kōrari - ​Rooms 12 & 13 Wednesday 25 November  10 

Kōrari - ​Rooms 14 & 15 Thursday 26 November 10 

 
This is traditionally a great day out and teaches valuable skills for the summer. We do require                 
parent/whānau assistance please as we need to have 1:5 adult/child ratio. If you can assist on the day of                   
your child’s trip to the beach please could you sign the form and hand it to your child’s teacher by Monday 9                      
November. ​Please note that parents will be required to get into the water with the children. We will                  
travel by bus and leave school at 9.00am. We will be back at school before 3.00pm each day. Every child                     
must return their permission slip.  
Please note that no pre-schoolers will be allowed on the trip. All whānau helpers must be 18 years or                   
over.  

 
Weekly Crest Cleanest Classroom Award  

Well done to Rooms 3 and 9 
 
Kind regards everyone  

Sandra Smith, JP   
Principal - Tumuaki  
 
 

News from the Korari Team and Mr Wood  
 
It’s been an exciting term with still a lot to look forward to. Ten of               

our students have been selected to take part in a Ki o Rahi             

tournament next week. This is the first time we have participated           

in this sport and we are very excited.  

 

Also, planning is underway for a Big Day Out for Year 6 students             

to celebrate their time here at Whītau School. We intend to go            

to Margaret Mahy Playground and spend the day having fun,          

getting wet, playing mini-golf and scootering on the pump track. 

 

This term our Inquiry Learning topic is ‘I am a Healthy Citizen’ and             

we have been focused on growing things, with each class growing a variety of seeds. A special thanks to New                    

World on Stanmore Road for the awesome donation of the Little Gardens. Room 12 has done a fantastic job                   

of making full sets of Little Gardens to distribute to classrooms.  

 

Art is in full swing and we are constructing with clay. Room 14 has been making pendants. They are a work in                      

progress but they look great so far. 

 

We have been working around the weather as much as we can for Athletics. The weather is great for our                    

Athletics Day today. South East Zones are next Tuesday and we expect to be taking a small team. Our                   

children will be aware if they are expecting to get into the team, so hopefully they have told you! A notice                     

will be sent out as we need parents help with transport. Please sign and return ASAP.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Class Awards for ‘Caught Being Good as Gold’ using our School Values of Respect,              
Responsibility and Learning 

Lilly Mathijsen 
Jareth Arps 
Violet Vendetti 
Vena (VJ) Taaso 
Luane Tauati 
Josefa Leko 
Brianna Solomon 
Kailani Clough 
Avea Masaga 
Dylan Chesmar 
Ava Neilson 
Dominic Hall 

TKW 
Room 2 
Room 3 
Room 4 
Room 5 
Room 8 
Room 9 
Room 10 
Room 11 
Room 12  
Room 13 
Room 14 

For her creative thinking in boat making and drawing 
For always being helpful and super reliable 
For always being quiet and Respectful in class 
For making great choices in class 
For being a kind friend to her peers 
For having a positive attitude during Reading time 
For taking risks in her learning and giving things a go 
For being Responsible in class and focused in her work 
For being a Responsible, Respectful role model in class  
For continually being focused on his school work 
For always being willing to share her knowledge with others 
For being a focused learner 



 

Abraham Vaoga Room 15 For always putting his heart and soul into his Artwork  
 

Class Awards for progress in Literacy and Numeracy 

Ihipera Falwasser 
Essence Sofai 
Zoey Dunn 
Honey-Lee NH-T 
Ethan Lavaiamat 
Malachi M-W 
 
William Barry 
Maddison Milne 
Sharmaine Boese 
Aaliyah B-U 
Riley O’Neill 
Lita Frings 
Lilly M-B 

TKW 
Room 2 
Room 3 
Room 4 
Room 5 
Room 8 
 
Room 9 
Room 10 
Room 11 
Room 12  
Room 13 
Room 14 
Room 15 

 For drawing an amazing geometric house 
 For being so focused and determined in Writing  
 For making great progress with her Writing 
 For great effort in Story Writing  
 For excellent progress in Reading 
 For working collaboratively with his Maths buddy to solve their Maths  
 problems 
 For extending himself in his writing and adding detail  
 For her improvement in her Reading and Writing  
 For her effort and great results in Maths 
 For her wonderful creative Writing  
 For her focused approach to learning about fractions  
 For creative and descriptive Writing  
 For sustained quality Writing  

 

PB4L-SW@LNS – Week 4 
 
This week our focus is:  ​  Be Respectful -  Be Honest   
What does this look like at home? 

● Tell the truth 
● Act in a way that is truthful and doesn’t hide the truth 
● Only do things that are morally right 

 

Mathletics Results from Week 3  
 
The Board of Trustees fund Mathletics for each child to access online in class and at home. This means that                    
learning can be ubiquitous as learning can happen at home, at school or anywhere.  
If your child does not have access to Mathletics, please see your child’s teacher for their login details. 
 
The top Mathletics Classes were: The top Mathletics students were:    
Kākano/Kehakai: Room 5                Kākano/Kehakai: James Daligdig (Room 5) 
Kārawha: Room 11                                               Kārawha: Tanē Norton (Room 11) 
Kōrari: Room 12                                                    Kōrari: Elshadaye Alemeneh (Room 14) 

  
Taha Maori Focus  
 
Each week we have a Maori phrase to learn that we try to incorporate into our daily teaching and learning. 
  
Titiro ki tēnei! ​- Look at this!  

 

 

 



 

 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


